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I. CORINTHIANS III. 9. 


WE ARE LABOURERS * TOGETHER WITH 


O a Congregation of Chriſtians, com- 
poſed of the benevolent inſtitutors, 
the liberal and uniform ſupporters, and the 
occaſional benefactors of Sunday Schools, 
aſſembled too for the humane and pious 
purpoſe of offering their annual tribute 
of Charity, the declaration of the Apoſtle 
muſt be obvious in its application. And 
though we preſume but to imitate with 
cConſcious inferiority the bright examples 
of Prophets and Apoſtles, yet I truſt the 
3 | pious 


— 


1 . 
pious work in which we are engaged, in 
- which we chearfully perſevere, and in which 
by God's blefling we have already ſucceeded 
beyond our moſt ardent expectations, entitles 
us without the imputation of ſpiritual va- 
nity to ſtyle. ourſelves ©* Labourers together 
with God.” —It will be the buſineſs, there- 
fore, of this diſcourſe, to conſider, Firſt, the 


grounds of our pretenſions as the patrons ar 


Sunday Schools to the character of being 
« Labourers together with God.” Secondly, to 
enforce the duty of perſevering with united 
| zeal and diligence in this pious work, which 
Will lead to a ſummary exhortation to thoſe 
who are more immediately connected with, 
and intereſted in the welfare of theſe eſta- 
| bliſhments. | 


Firſt then let us conſider the grounds of 
our pretenſions as the patrons of Sunday 
Schools, to the character of being La- 
bourers together with God. 


The preciſe ſenſe in which St. Paul calls 
himſelf and the. other Apoſtles, Labourers 
| together 
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together with God, is clear and obvious 


they were engaged in preaching and propa- 


gating the Goſpel of God. I have planted, 
* ſaith he, Apollos watered, but God gave 
* the mcreaſe.—Now he that planteth and 
he that watereth are one, and every man 
&« ſhall receive bis own reward according to 
« his own labour ; for we are labourers toge- 
* ther with God: ye are God's huſbandry, 
ye are God's building,” But the words 
will evidently admit a more extended mean- 


ing and application, We may be faid with 


the ſtricteſt propriety to labour together with 
God when we cooperate, in any way, with 
the deſigns of his Providence, and are in- 
ſtrumental, voluntarily inſtrumental, in the 
execution of them. And as all the Divine 
deſigns are ultimately good, and tend to pro- 
duce the moſt univerſal happineſs, we the 
Creatures of God and the eternal objects of 


his parental regard ſhall be more particularly 


entitled to this high diſtinction, when in 
imitation of Him, our deſigns are alſo good, 
and our actions productive of the happineſs 


of mankind. 
| B 2 The 


— 


— reg» 
rr — 
— — Dn wg : 


VE 2 —— on. * 8 
ff . rr SS nnd. ten 
— =. wp — — c ( 0 RIO" na" = * — — 2 
I een en — — Y — — 
— — — — —— * 


1 

The virtuous and benevolent of every 
rank and condition who are engaged in a 
faithful diſcharge of the moral and ſocial 
duties may in every point of view be juſtly 
deemed to be Labourers with God, For 
whatever is right and reaſonable in itſelf, 
whatever is truly. beneficial to our fellow _ 
creatures, we are ſure muſt be God's will, 
and on that account' may properly be called 
his work. His work it is. becauſe he re- 
quires it; becauſe it is an imitation of his 
own work, and more particularly, becauſe it 
is one principal means by which the inten- 
tions of his Providence towards us are car- 
ried into execution, and produce their full 
effect. 


Every work of virtue is either good in 
itſelf or in its conſequences, and is there- 
fore indiſpenſably required by the Author 
of all goodneſs. But works of mercy and 
charity ſtand the foremoſt in this heavenly 
claſs.—A remarkable and uniform preemi- 
nence is given to them in the Chriſtian 
ſcheme of duty —-they are emphatically 

z ſty led 


to 


ſtyled good works, and they who are en- 


gaged in the conſtant exerciſe of them are 
ſaid to be rich in good works. Moreover, 
the cleareſt preference is given to theſe in 
every caſe of competition with other duties. 
— Thus God has declared that he will have 


mercy and not ſacrifice, that is, he prefers the 


former to the latter when they ſtand in com- 
petition.—And to mention nothing further, 
when our Saviour 1s giving a repreſentation 


of the Day of Judgment, he ſingles out 


works of mercy and charity, and makes the 


proceedings of that great day turn upon an 
_ enquiry into them, not with a deſign to in- 


timate a diſregard of other duties, much leſs 


exclude them, but to ſhew the high dignity 
and peculiar excellence of theſe. 


And whe works of mercy and charity 


can we ſuppoſe more worthy of diſtinction, 
in the view of our all benevolent Creator, 
than thoſe which we are now aſſembled to 
promote ? For what human ſcheme for the 
| reformation and happineſs of the poor has 
ever been thought of in any degree compa- 

rable 
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1 | 
rable to theſe benevolent Inſtitutions, which 
are admirably calculated to ſupply the de. 

1 fects of other charitable eſtabliſhments, and 
| are clear of all popular objections ?—Let us 
[| | attend a moment to their riſe, progreſs, and 
effect. Scarce five years have elapſed ſince 
the firſt idea of them, like a light from hea- 
ven, engaged the mind of a worthy indivi- 
dual *, to whoſe ſucceſsful attempts purſued 
by thoſe of other men of fimilar characters 
and diſpoſitions, we are indebted for their 
preſent flouriſhing ſtate in this kingdom.— 
How rapid has been their progreſs, and how 
extenſive this labour of love, and what a 
glorious preſage of future happineſs to this 
country does the proſpect of ſtill greater ſuc- 
ceſs afford. —Behold uwe hundred thouſand 
poor children, (the computed number of the 
whole collective body) many of whom it is 
to be feared ignorance and vice had lately 
marked out for their own, but who are now 
reſcued, if it be not their own fault, from 
their deſtructive bondage; who from a ſtate 


of ſavage ignorance and ſavage manners, are 
become 


* Mr, Raikes, of Glouceſter, 


I. I 
become, or at leaſt have the means of becom« 
ing equally enlightened and reformed, and 
are ſo happily training in the way in which 
they ſhould go, that when they are old, it is to 
be preſumed, they will not depart from it. 
And if we take into our view the probable 
number of thoſe parents and others who have 
collaterally profited by theſe inſtitutions, we 
ſhall confiderably extend and diverſify the 
proſpect: nor ãs it leſs pleaſing to ſee men of 
all religious orders and diſtinctions cordially 
joining in ſupport of theſe ſeminaries. | 


Great as this work is, it is wonderful by 
what eaſy and happy means it has been ſup- 
ported and accompliſhed through the zeal 
and activity of a few individuals, and the 
benevolence of the public.—Of the expedi- 
ency, the utility, and the execution of this 
plan of education for the poor, ſo much has 
been publiſhed by men of the firſt literary 
abilities in this kingdom, and by none per- 
haps more ably and effectually than by ſome 
amongft ourſelves, that it ſeems needleſs 
for me even to touch upon thoſe points. I 
| will 
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will only beg leave to ſay in confirmation of 
the remark I have juſt made reſpecting the 
great progreſs of theſe ſchools, that by a 
few hours of weekly inſtruction in reading, 
to about /ix hundred children (the preſent 
number in our own ſchools) the greateſt part 
of whom were at firſt ignorant of their al- 

phabet, there are now more than half that 
number who can read a plain ſentence with 
tolerable eaſe. Nor has. the progreſs been 
leſs remarkable, as far as we are able to judge 
of ſuch progreſs, in their morals and man- 
ners. Such has been your work, and fo 
juſtly are are you entitled to the dignified 
appellation of being Labourers together with 
God. Little however will theſe pious la- 
bours avail, if we do not unite in them with 
perſeverance.—A duty I am now to recom- 
mend and enforce, 1 x 


In a cauſe like this, it is obvious to re- 
mark what bad effects muſt follow from any 
degree of that faintneſs or wearineſs in well 
doing, which is too often found, partially 
at leaſt, to ſucceed the moſt vigorous and 

beſt 


An 
beſt directed efforts at the beginning. And 
the converſe of this propoſition holds equally 
. true. Were the leading members of theſe 
inftitutions to grow tired of their work, and 
relax i in their attention—did the liberal Go- 
vernors withold their annual contributions 
—or refuſe their occaſional aſſiſtance were 
the Teachers leſs vigilant or leſs mild—or 
the Children leſs diligent and orderly—or 
the parents leſs mindful of their children's 
attention to their ſeveral duties—or laſtly, 
were you, the reft of you, my hearers, 
| whom I beg leave to conſider as part of a 
generous public, and who meet us in this 
facred place for the avowed purpoſe of re- 
freſhing our plants with the annual ſhower 
of your bounty—were you to ſlacken that 
liberality, and ſo ceaſe to become fellow 
workers together with God—were theſe, or 
any of theſe events to take place in any ma- 
terial degree, the ſpirit and energy of theſe 
hopeful and well concerted inſtitutions 
would immediately relax, and ſuch relaxa- 
tion, operating like a partial obſtruction in a 
complicated machine, would throw the 


whole ſyſtem into diſorder and confuſion. - 
| C So 


t | 
80 eſſential to the regulation and ſupport 
of theſe eſtabliſhments is the uniform, and 
active, and mutual cooperation of the ſeveral 
members of them, whoſe reſpective aſſiſt- 
ance and endeavours are not leſs eſſential to 
the ſupport of the common cauſe, than the 
ſeveral members and functions of the body 
natural are to the ſupport of the whole man. 
& The body is not one member but many: and 
the eye cannot ſay unto the hand ] have no 
* need of thee, nor again the head to the feet I 
* have no need of you : nay much more thoſe 
* members of the body which ſeem to be more 
&* feeble are neceſſary ; that there ſhould be no 
* ſchiſm in the body, but that the members 
* ſheuld have the ſame care one for another.” 


Let not then the leaſt ſignificant aſſiſtant 
in this work imagine, that the mite of his 
beneficence, or the moſt limited of his ex- 
ertions are of no avail. Such united efforts, 
however ſmall, will be ſecure of their effect 
here, and of their reward hereafter. Now 
if this be the general tendency and effect of 
inferior aſſiſtance, what a harvgſt may we not 
N to reap from the cooperating and 
benevolent 
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benevolent perſeverance of the principal ſup- 
porters of theſe ſchools. And to animate 
and encourage, I had almoſt ſaid to inſpire 
us with unabating zeal in this good cauſe, 
may this ſingle conſideration ſuffice—that 
every /ncere worker in it enjoys the ſublime 
diſtinction of being a Iabourer with the God 
of all perfection. "OY, 


Permit me now to offer a word of exhor- 
tation to thoſe who are more immediately 
concerned in theſe pious eſtabliſhments. Tf 
it be true, that theſe Schools bid fair to af- 
ford that ſort of education for poor children 
which has the beſt tendency to make them 
* wiſe unto that which is good, and imple 
* concerning evil, by teaching them in the 
plaineſt and moſt effectual manner their duty 
to God, their neighbour, and themſelves, 


by enabling them to look into their teſta- 


* ments and ſee theſe words of truth and 
« life with their own eyes, and to examine 
them with the underſtanding which God 
e hath given them, * ''—by bringing them 


ne to 


* Dr. Forſter's excellent Diſcourſe on the Utility of Sunday 
Schools. Page g. 


141 
to a regular attendance on public worſhip, 
and fo keeping up in their minds a conftant 
and lively ſenſe of religion, and by training 
them in habits of honeſty, induſtry, and 


contentment—If this, I ſay, be a fair re- 


preſentation of the general deſign of theſe 
eſtabliſnments, who can be indifferent to 
their intereſts? Who, that has not a mite to 
beſtow upon them, can refuſe the warm wiſh 
of his heart for their ſucceſs and proſperity ? 
But that ſucceſs and proſperity depends, and 
ever mult depend, chiefly on the active zeal | 
the leading Governors, to whom—to one 
of whom more particularly (I anticipate your 
concurrence and approbation of the diſtine- 
tion) we.ſhall be indebted for thè inſtitution 
and ſupport of theſe Schools, as long as 
Charity ſhall be any thing more than a name. 
To you, therefore, my brethren, who ſtand 
foremoſt in this honourable liſt, we have 
little to offer but our moſt cordial thanks, 
preſaging ſrom your paſt conduct, all that 
can be hoped in future. But though your 


energy be ſo eſſential to the welfare, perhaps 


to the very exiſtence of this good work, yet 
| it 


E 
it by no means renders the concurrence and 


aſſiſtance of others amongſt us, uſeleſs or 
unneceſſary. 


To thoſe liberal Cm therefore, 
| who either from an implicit and fatisfied 
confidence in the direction and management 
of their more active friends, or who from 
other motives are leſs attentive to the occa- 
ſional calls of this Charity, I beg leave to 
obſerve that the more frequently they favour 
as well our meetings as the ſchools themſelves 
with their attendance, 'the more vigorouſly 
will theſe ſeminaries flouriſh. And were I 
not perſuaded that to men of their liberality 
no ſtronger inducement can be requiſite than 
that of ſerving the community, of which 
they are fo diſtinguiſhed a part, I would try 
as well to remove all their ſcruples as to 
encourage their attention, by quoting the 
animating declaration of our bleſſed Lord 
* Whoſoever ſhall give to drink to one of theſe 
little ones à cup of cold water only in the 
* name of a diſciple, verily T ſay unto * he 
« . in no wiſe loſe his reward. 2 
To 


berality and aſſiduity of the Governors, and 


1 26 J 
To you the Teachers and the more im 
mediate Guardians of theſe poor children, 


and to your laudable conduct in the diſcharge 


of your reſpective duties, I am happy to bear 
the moſt ample teſtimony. The preſent ſtate 
of your ſchools is in full proof of your me- 
rits.—The undiminiſhed, or rather the en- 
creaſed number of the children—Their pro- 
greſs in reading—Their orderly deportment 
iu public worſhip, and in ſchool—and the 


daily application for freſh admiſſions, are 


circumſtances which mark the propriety of 
your conduct towards them. I cannot but 


impute your ſhare of ſucceſs, as well to the 
. mild and perſuaſive meaſures which you have 


happily adopted, (and from which I truſt 
you will never depart,) as to your due at- 
tention to the other duties of your ſchools. 
Having no reaſon therefore to doubt of your 
perſeverance, we can have no doubt of your 
future ſucceſs, as far, I mean, as ſucceſs de- : 
pends upon yourſelves. 


But after all that can be done by the li- 


the 


1 
the conſcientious vigilance of the Teachers, 
weak and fruitleſs will be the effect of their 
exertions, unleſs the Children perform their 
reſpective duties with diligence and care. It is 

your parts therefore, my good Children, to be 
as ready to hear and to learn, as your Teach- 
ers can be to communicate and inſtruct to 
liſten with attention to their admonitions, 
and ſubmit chearfully to their orders and 
directions to be regular in your attend- 
ance as well at public worſhip as at your 
reſpective ſchools, and to behave [with de- 
cency, quietneſs and good order in both. I 
do not mean that many of you have been, 
or fear that you will be, inattentive to theſe 
duties. In the progreſs of my diſcourſe I have 
faid as much in your favour, but not more, 
than I think the greater part of you deſerve. 
I have little more to add than to exhort you 
to go on with more and more diligence in 
the practice of theſe and all other your du-- 
ties, remembering always that to be go 
that is to love God and to keep his command- 
ments, is to make yourſelves happy both in 
this world and in that which is to come — 
| | remem- 
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remembering too, how much you all owe, 
under God's providence, to the goodneſs and 
and generoſity of the Benefactors to your 
Schools, for the care they have taken to 
keep you from the paths of vice, and lead 
you in the way everlaſting. 


After what has been ſaid, or rather after 
what has been done for theſe poor children, 
there can be little need, one ſhould think, 
of any exhortation to their parents. Parents 
are ſeldom really indifferent to the intereſts 
of their children, but they are too often 
either miſtaken in the means of promoting 
their intereſts, or not ſufficiently attentive in 


0 the 2/6 of them. 

. Did you, the parents of theſe poor chil- 
* dren ſeriouſly conſider how much it is in 
[A your power to further the views of this in- 


ſtitution, by your inſtruction, admonition, 
p and example, you might be the moſt uſeful 
. fellow labourers amongſt us. On the con- 
Fi trary, ſhould any of you diſcourage or check 
your children, 1 in any degree, in their regular 
attendance 
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attendance at theſe ſchools, or in the per- 
formance of the duties of them, you are 
anſwerable for the conſequences; anſwerable 
I mean to God, as far as ſuch conduct may 
prevent the improvement of your children, 
in the knowledge or the practice of their duty 
to God. I wiſh not to be conſidered as reprov- 
ing any, but rather as exhorting a// of you. 


I ſhall therefore conclude this ſhort ad- 
dreſs to you, in the comprehenſive advice of 
Moſes to the Jewiſh Parent.—** Theſe words, 
« which I command thee this day, ſhall firſt 
* be writeen in thine own heart, and thou 
&« ſhalt teach them diligentlh unto thy children, 
* and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in 
* thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
* way, and when thou lieſt down, and when 
* thou riſeſt up.” —Happy are the Children 
who are in ſuch a caſe, and bleſſed are the 
Parents, who thus lead them to the favour 


of their great and common Parent—to their 
Lord and their God. 7 


As to the preſent call upon the benero- 
lence of you all, who are ever as ready to 
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diſtribute to the neceſſities of poor Children, 
as we are to communicate their wants to 
you, it is needleſs for me to urge a ſingle 
motive. It is enough for you to know that 
we are pleading the cauſe of Charity of a 
a Charity moſt extenſive in its nature, eaſy 
its execution, and moſt benevolent in its 
deſign—of a Charity, peculiarly your own, 
inſtituted and hitherto liberally ſupported 
by yourſelves—of a Charity which is daily 
contributing it's proportion toll the earth 
& 20175 the knowledge of the glory of t the Lord, 
&« as the Wafers cover the ſea.” 


Finally, eee; my beloved brethren, 
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having all of us the diſtinguiſhed honour of 
being in this and every other good work, 
Labourers together with God, let us as it is 
meet, right, and our bounden duty, be flead- 
faſt, immoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our 
labour will not be in vain in the Lord, 


Now to God, the F ather, &c. 
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